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The evolution of the law of the sea has exposed the vulnerable
situation of certain persons and groups. This book seeks to address
this evolution and the issues currently affecting vulnerable persons and
groups in maritime environments, examining these situations from a
legal perspective. To this end, it explores topics such as: human rights
from a law of the sea perspective; failed states and the legal order for
the seas and oceans; the case of child victims of human trafficking and
forced labour; the specific situation of retired fishermen; the presence
of women in the maritime sector and, in particular, in fishing; the
situation of people who work in unscrupulous environments with
regard to social rights, as is often the case with vessels flying flags of
convenience or that do not comply with international standards; the
migrant crisis at sea; vulnerable persons and groups from developing
countries and small island and archipelagic states who face unique and
specific challenges that the evolution of the law of the sea has only
underscored, such as global warming, rising sea levels, or access to and
sharing of the benefits arising from the use of marine genetic resources;
the status of non-self-governing territories under contemporary law of
the sea; and the fishing rights of indigenous peoples. 
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Preface 
 
 
 
 
The works collected in this book grew out of the talks given at the conference 

‘Law of the Sea and Vulnerable Persons and Groups’, held at the Vigo Port Author-
ity (Spain) on 24 May 2018. The conference was organized as part of the Jean 
Monnet Module ‘The EU’s Integrated Maritime Policy’ (574770-EPP-1-2016-1-
ES-EPPJMO-MODULE), co-funded by the European Commission’s Erasmus+ 
Programme and coordinated at the University of A Coruña (Spain) by the author of 
this Preface. The conference was further made possible through the collaboration of 
the ‘Salvador de Madariaga’ University Institute for European Studies at the Uni-
versity of A Coruña, REDEXMAR (Network of Excellence on Maritime Legal 
Studies) and the Foundation-Innovation Centre for Maritime and Fishery Legal 
Studies (MarInnLeg).  

This book addresses, in an analytical and critical way, the evolution of the law 
of the sea and the issues currently affecting vulnerable persons and groups in mari-
time environments, examining these situations from a legal perspective. To this end, 
it explores topics such as: human rights from a law of the sea perspective; failed 
States and the legal order for the seas and oceans; the case of child victims of hu-
man trafficking and forced labour; the specific situation of retired fishermen; the 
presence of women in the maritime sector and, in particular, in fishing; the situation 
of people who work in unscrupulous environments with regard to social rights, as is 
often the case with vessels flying flags of convenience or that do not comply with 
international standards; the migrant crisis at sea; vulnerable persons and groups 
from developing countries and small island and archipelagic states who face unique 
and specific challenges that the evolution of the law of the sea has only under-
scored, such as global warming, rising sea-levels, or access to and sharing of the 
benefits arising from the use of marine genetic resources; and the status of non-self-
governing territories under contemporary international law of the sea.   

This book is the English version of El Derecho del mar y las personas y grupos 
vulnerables (Bosch Editor, Barcelona, 2018. ISBN hard paper: 978-84-949123-9-9; 
ISBN digital: 978-84-949529-0-6). Now it is published in the framework of “Ca-
hiers de l’Association International du Droit de la Mer” / “Papers of the Internation-
al Association of the Law of the Sea” (AssIDMer) due to the sensitive interest that 
these issues have for a better understanding of the marine and maritime fields.  

I would like to thank all the authors for generously sharing their knowledge on 
the topics as well as the members of the aforementioned conference’s scientific 
committee, who facilitated this initiative from the start and helped enable the scien-
tific gathering, namely: Jaime Cabeza Pereiro (University of Vigo, Spain), Laura 
Carballo Piñeiro (World Maritime University, Sweden), Rafael Casado Raigón 
(University of Cordoba, Spain), Giuseppe Cataldi (Università degli Studi di Napoli 
‘L’Orientale’, Italy), Enrique López Veiga (Vigo Port Authority, Spain), and 
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Nathalie Ros (Université François Rabelais de Tours, France). A great thank you to 
Kari Friedenson for the translation and linguistic revision of various chapters of the 
book. Finally, I am particularly grateful to Giuseppe Cataldi (President of the As-
sIDMer), who has supported my editorial project from the very beginning, as well 
as to José Manuel Sobrino Heredia (University of A Coruña, Spain), to whom I 
would moreover like to thank his constant availability and his tireless efforts to 
promote a network for the maritime and fishery legal studies that are so necessary 
in a maritime community such as Galicia.  

 
 

Gabriela A. Oanta 
A Coruña, October 2019 
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